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New York Times

SUMMARY

This report reflects the findings of a high-level assessment of the New York Times Database for
its conformance with the W3C Web Content Accessibility Guidelines version 2.1 (WCAG 2.1).

There are very few WCAG 2.1 compliance issues with the New York Times Database and they
are very minor overall with the most pressing issue being with information and relationships and
ARIA implementation. Below are the most critical issues to address to improve system
compliance.

Top Findings

1. Information and Relationships: The main problem with the accessibility is the proper
nesting of HTML elements and the use of ARIA roles. These issues can lead to significant
issues with screen readers and can make navigation of the site difficult for users that
require the use of screen readers.

2. Name, Role, Value: Another major issue involves compliance and the implementation
of ARIA. There are a variety of issues including invalid ARIA values, inputs lacking an
accessible name, and nested controls. All of these can lead to significant issues with
navigation and screen reader output.

3. Color Contrast: A few minor color contrast issue were identified on the search results
page. The date text is too light and does not meet 4.5:1 contrast with the background.
This can be easily solved by darkening this repeated text.

Best Practices
¢ Ensure landmarks are unique.

¢ Page should contain a level-one heading.
¢ ARIA role should be appropriate for the element.
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New York Times

ACCESSIBILITY FINDINGS

This report was conducted against the New York Times Database and covers a selection of
pages and features that were to be tested as a representative sample of the database’s
conformance to the WCAG 2.1 AA standards.

The resource was reviewed using a combination of manual and automatic review tools and
assistive technologies, including the WAVE Accessibility Assessment tool, Axe Accessibility
Assessment tool, WCAG Color Contrast Checker, and NVDA screen reader. PDF content was
tested against Section 508 requirements using Adobe Acrobat’s accessibility tools and manual
analysis. All problems identified by automatic tools were verified manually. This evaluation was
performed using Firefox on Windows 11.

Below are the errors revealed during the accessibility evaluation of the New York Times

Database. Each result shows a summary of accessibility issues and the reason it was flagged.
Screenshots are included.
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New York Times

1.Initial Interface

Test Case: Test initial interface/landing page to ensure menus, sub-menus, search box, images, icons, etc. are
accessible. URL: https://www.nytimes.com/section/todayspaper

= Q TODAY'S PAPER @bt New ‘]_]Ul'k Times

Today’s Paper

The Times in Print For  March 31, 2024 ~

THE FRONT PAGE | INTERNATIONAL =~ NATIONAL ~ OBITUARIES | MEW YORK =~ ARTS & LEISURE  SUNDAY BUSINESS = SUMDAY OPINION =~ MAGAZINE ~BOOKREVIEW | SPORTS SUNDAY ~ SUNDAY STYLES  VOWS ~ MORE™

The Front Page
w -

A Russian Defector’s
Killing Raises Specter
of Hit Squads

The death in Spain
of Maksim
Kuzminov, a pilot
who delivered a
| helicopter and secret documents
FRANCESCA JONES FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES to Ukraine, has raised fears that
BUYING TIME the Kremlin is again targeting its

Can We Engineer Qur Way Qut ~ Sfemies:

. .. 16h age . By MICHAEL SCHWIRTZ and
of the Climate Crisis? JOSE BAUTISTA

Blocking solar rays. Sucking carbon dioxide

from the atmosphere. Ideas that sound like TURKEY DISPATCH

science fiction are now starting to become A Sl.ork, a Fisherman
reality, raising concerns about safety. and Their Un]ike]y
DAVID RYDER/BLOOMEERG 21hago . By DAVID GELLES Bond Enchant Turkey
‘Shortcuts Everywhere’: How Boeing Favored Speed Over Thirteen years ago,
Quality astork landed on a
fisherman’s boat

Problems have plagued the manufacturer even after two fatal crashes, and many current

and former employees blame its focus on making planes more quickly.
3dago . By NIRAJ CHOKSHI, SYDNEY EMBER and SANTUL NERKAR

looking for food. He
has come back every year since,

drawing national attention.
2dago . By BEN HUBBARD, SAFAK TIMUR and

IVOR PRICKETT
Page A1 A Loyal Israel Ally, Germany Shifts Tone as the Toll in Gaza TODAYS FRONT PAGES
Mounts Edition: New York = National | International

Supporting Israel is seen as a historic duty in Germany, but the
worsening crisis has pushed German officials to ask whether that
backing has gone too far.

By ERIKA SOLOMON

How Trump Moved Money to Pay $100 Million in Legal Bills

Trump supporters poured money into his effort to challenge his iz |
2020 election loss. That fund has paid lawyers to defend him in his g
legal battles.

Ru MY ANNK FSANRAR. A1 REAT S1IN and SHANF AN NMARHER —

SC 1.3.1: <ul> and <ol> must only directly contain <li>, <script>, or <template> elements.
Location(s):
- <ol class="css-19getja elevmsrwl" style="overflow: visible;">

Reason flagged:
¢ List element has direct children that are not allowed: div.
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New York Times

2.Search Results

Test Case: From the initial landing page, conduct a search for: wildfires. Test search results page, including
filters/refine search. Filter to Date Range: Past Month, Section: U.S., and Type: Article. Sort by Newest.

= Q

Showing 15 results for:

Elhe New Hork Times

wildfi res Sort by Relevance
Date Range Section v Type v
Date: 03/01/2024 - 04/01/2024 Section: US. Type: Article

Times Topics: Forest and Brush Fires

News about forest and brush fires, including commentary and archival articles published in The New York

Times.

us
Dry Winds Could Spread Texas Wildfires Over
the Weekend

Some rain and snow slowed the spread on Friday of the biggest wildfire
on record in state history, but warm, dry and windy conditions were
forecast to return on Saturday.

By Anna Betts and J. David Goodman

prinTEDIMON Dry, Windy Weather Could Hasten Spread of Texas Wildfires
March 2, 2024, Page A13

us
High Winds Fuel Wildfires in Virginia and Other
Mid-Atlantic States

Thousands of acres burned from Maryland to North Carolina, and more
fire-friendly conditions were expected on Thursday ahead of soaking
rains over the weekend.

By Derrick Bryson Taylor and Remy Tumin

pRINTEDITION Thousands of Acres Burn as High Winds Propel Wildfires in 4
Mid-Atlantic States | March 22, 2024, Page A12

u.s
Texas Fires Span Over 1.2 Million Acres. Here [s
What We Know.

The largest fire, Smokehouse Creek, burned over one million acres but is

now 74 percent contained.
By Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs, Jacey Fortin and Anna Betts

us
State Investigators Say Power Lines Ignited
Record Texas Fire

The conclusion came as a utility company said its facilities in the Texas
Panhandle “appear to have been involved in an ignition” of the fire,

which has burned more than one million acres.
By Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs and J. David Goodman

SC 1.4.3: Elements must meet minimum color contrast ratio thresholds.

Location(s):

- <div class="css-1mean60">Date:</div>
- <div class="css-1mean60">Section:</div>
- <div class="css-1mean60">Type<!-- -->:</div>
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New York Times

- <span class="css-17ubb9w" data-testid="todays-date" aria-label="March 1">March
1</span>

- <span class="css-17ubb9w" data-testid="todays-date" aria-label="March 1">March
1</span>

Reason flagged:

¢ Element has insufficient color contrast of 2.84 (foreground color: #999999, background
color: #ffffff, font size: 8.3pt (11px), font weight: normal). Expected contrast ratio of
4.5:1

SC 4.1.2: ARIA attributes must conform to valid values.

Location(s):

- <input id="searchTextField" data-testid="search-page-text-field" type="text"
placeholder="Search The New York Times" class="css-1gpakt1" aria-
activedescendant="searchSuggestion-null" aria-autocomplete="both" aria-
describedby="searchlInstructions" aria-owns="searchSuggestions" value="wildfires">

Reason flagged:
e List element has direct children that are not allowed: div.

SC 4.1.2: Select elements must have an accessible name.

Location(s):

- <inputid="searchTextField" data-testid="search-page-text-field" type="text"
placeholder="Search The New York Times" class="css-1gpaktl" aria-
activedescendant="searchSuggestion-null" aria-autocomplete="both" aria-
describedby="searchlnstructions" aria-owns="searchSuggestions" value="wildfires">

Reason flagged:

e Form element does not have an implicit (wrapped) <label>

e Form element does not have an explicit <label>

e aria-label attribute does not exist or is empty

e aria-labelledby attribute does not exist, references elements that do not exist or
references elements that are empty

e Element has no title attribute

e Element's default semantics were not overridden with role="none" or
role="presentation"
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New York Times

3.Individual Results

Test Case: Select the first article in the results page. Test the “Share full article” link as well as the “share” and
“bookmark” icons.

[}
Io)

08 Ehe NewJork Eimes —

Dry Winds Could Spread Texas
Wildfires Over the Weekend

Some rain and snow slowed the spread on Friday of the biggest
wildfire on record in state history, but warm, dry and windy
conditions were forecast to return on Saturday.

A Sharefullartice  []  [J3s

The Smokehouse Creek Fire, which ignited on Monday, has burned more than a million acres and a number
of houses in the Texas Panhandle. Desiree Rios for The New York Times

a a By Anna Betts and J. David Goodman

March 1, 2024

Sign up for Your Places: Extreme Weather. Get notified about extreme

waather hafara it hannenc with rnctam alarte far nlacoc in the ITQ wan

SC 1.3.1: <ul> and <ol> must only directly contain <li>, <script>, or <template> elements.
Location(s):
- <ul class="css-15692k6">

Reason flagged:
¢ List element has direct children that are not allowed: div.

SC 4.1.2: Elements must only use supported ARIA attributes.
Location(s):
- <div class="css-q9xz6g" aria-orientation="horizontal">
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New York Times

Reason flagged:
e ARIA attribute is not allowed: aria-orientation="horizontal"

SC 4.1.2: Interactive controls must not be nested.
Location(s):
- <header style="height: 140px;" class="css-j62ipt" role="button" tabindex="-1" aria-
label="Discovery space with three recent article suggestions, expand to see more" aria-
expanded="false" aria-controls="subscriber-recirculation-bottom-sheet">

Reason flagged:
e Element has focusable descendants

4.Full eBook

Test Case: Test the browsing feature by clicking on the three lines in the upper-left corner of the screen, selecting
“Tech,” then “Cybersecurity.” Search within the topic by typing “tiktok” into the search tab.

= Q  CYBERSECURITY Ehcﬂ\'cwunrkaimw m Account
BUSINESS
=
I
Cybersecurity
Reporting from the forefront of data safety and technology protection.
Latest q tiktok x

57 results for tiktok sorted by relevance .-

March 24, 202 GUEST ESSAY
There’s a Problem With Banning TikTok. It's Called
the First Amendment.

American users of the social media platform are indisputably exercising
their constitutional rights when they post and consume content on the site.

Warch 25, 202 Ocasio-Cortez Goes on TikTok to Argue Against
Banning TikTok
She joined left-leaning colleagues to oppose a ban on the Chinese-owned
app, which critics in both parties have said threatens national security.
y NKCHOLAS FANDOS

Sept. 14, 2020 TikTok's Proposed Deal Seeks to Mollify U.S. and
China
The Chinese-owned app designed a compromise to satisfy .S, security

concerns. The terms are now under review by the Trump administration.

By DAVID MCCABE, ANA SWANSON and ERIN GRIFFIT

FRREHR-FAR - BB AR

Major TikTok Security Flaws Found

‘The vulnerabilities, which the app says it has fixed, could have let attackers
manipulate content and extract personal data.

By RONEN BERGMAN, SHEERA FRENKEL 2nd RAYMOND ZHONG

AR - IR

Sept 20,2020 ‘There’s No There There’: What the TikTok Deal
Achieved

‘The agreement for the social media app falls short of President Trump's
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New York Times

SC 1.3.1: Certain ARIA roles must contain particular children.
Location(s):
- <ul role="tablist" class="css-elbtbg e5qpt130">

Reason flagged:
e Element has children which are not allowed: h2[tabindex]
e Element uses aria-busy="true" while showing a loader

SC 1.3.1: Certain ARIA roles must be contained by particular parents.
Location(s):
- <a href="#stream-panel" aria-controls="stream-panel" aria-selected="false" data-
id="latest" role="tab">Latest</a>

Reason flagged:
e Required ARIA parent role not present: tablist

SC 1.3.1: <ul> and <ol> must only directly contain <li>, <script>, or <template> elements.
Location(s):
- <ol aria-live="off" data-testid="asset-stream">

Reason flagged:
e List element has direct children that are not allowed: div.

SC 4.1.2: Interactive controls must not be nested.
Location(s):
- <arole="tab" href="#stream-panel" aria-controls="stream-panel" data-id="search" aria-
selected="true">

Reason flagged:
e Element has focusable descendants

Disclaimer: This high-level evaluation was conducted for the Library Accessibility Alliance and represents a good
faith effort conducted within a limited time frame. It should not be assumed to be complete or free from error. No
warranties or guarantees are implied. UT is not responsible for direct, indirect, or incidental damages based on this
work; its use or interpretation by any individual, group, or organization; or on conditions beyond our control.
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