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Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

Summary (top 3 problems for DOAJ)

This assessment covers portions of the Directory of Open Access Journals application. The assessment
revealed some problems with screen reader compatibility, resulting in screen reader users sometimes
missing critical information needed to understand how to operate the features.

1. Lack of section headings — While the pages are generally fairly usable for someone who is
sighted, the lack of section headings will make navigation hard for someone who isn’t and relies
on a screen reader to navigate around the content. Providing a meaningful heading structure to
the pages would go a long way towards making it easier to use.

2. Screen reader compatibility — Several parts of the application are incompatible with screen
readers or fail to convey the current states of the features, such as whether sections are
expanded, or their content updated. Many screen reader users will find this lack of information
about the interface confusing.

3. Insufficient color contrast — There are many instances throughout the application where
minimum color contrast requirements are not met. This will make it difficult for people with low
vision and/or color blindness to use the application.

Accessibility findings

Project wide issues

The issues presented in this section were identified in multiple pages and are recorded here to avoid
repetition. These are applicable to each screen. Due to particularities, similar issues are reported on
a page per page basis, where applicable.

Automated findings using Axe
1. SC1.4.3 - Elements in pages must be provided with sufficient color contrast.

Issues found through automated testing come from the Axe plugin, an open source accessibility testing
tool that is available for Firefox and Chrome. Details here: https://www.deque.com/products/axe/.

Additional manual findings using NVDA screen reader

None of the issues found were found on every page assessed. Please refer to each section for details.
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1. DOAJ Home page

Source: https://doaj.org/

Test case: Test homepage, including menu across the top (home, search, browse subjects, etc.), search
box, sections of texts, icons/images, reading order, etc.

@ Firefox File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Window Help D) & 0 J g = w) wox@d O FriMay3 1602 C

c

I Ovectory of Open Access Jour X+

dosj.org - € m o e

3 Gotting Startea ) Getting Started  £F Most Visited £t Dequa % £ % Active Docs ] wac @ity Resources £ atly Bookmarkiets ) UX Resources [ Presentations =) Bass Guitar ) s TimeCard & 2 % gorive s ) SFTP DequeCioud ¢ % Dequeway

DIRECTORY OF
DO( \ J OPEN ACCESS
JOURNALS

13,131 Journals
a 10,144 searchablo at Article level
130 Countries
@ journals & articlos Advanced Search 3,045,464 Articios

G Select Language ¥

DOAJ (Directory of Open Access Journals) FAQs

DOAJ s & community-curated online directory that indexes and provides access to high quality, open access, peer-reviewed journals. DOAJ is
independent. All funding is via donations, 40% of which comes from sponsors and 60% from members and publisher members. Al DOAJ
services ara free of charge including being indexed in DOAJ. All data is fraely available.

DOAJ oparates an education and outreach program across the globe, focussing on improving the quality of applications submitted.

Latest News

All University of California campuses commit to DOAJ Funiling for sisloknile Onon Avdess
Ten institutions from the University of California - all fen campuses - commit €90,000 to DOAJ, the largest US consortium to support nol, 8008

DOAJ via the SCOSS initiative so far. DOAJ is very pleased for the support received from the University of Callfornia towards a

sustainable funding model promoted by SCOSS. Read More.

Published Fri, 26 Apr 2019 at 16:51

UK Jisc consortium commits 117,000 EUR to DOAJ
We are very happy to confirm that 28 institutions from the UK's Jisc consortium commilt €39,000 per year for 3 years to DOAJ via the
SGOSS initiative. Thank you so much for your continued supportl Read M

Published Fri, 26 Apr 2019 at 14:57

Swiss consortium pledges 216,000 Eur to DOAJ and SHERPA/ROMEO
We are delighted b o that the Consortiu
Science Foundatio third national consortium to commit to the SCOX
Swiss Higher Education Institutions, contributes approximately 50% of the total co:
More.

Reciors' Conforence of
7 the framework of the Swiss National [..] Read

Published Thu, 25 Apr 2019 at 10:34

FRead more DOAJ news on our news page

Automated findings using Axe

PwnN

SC 1.1.1 - The RSS image must be provided with meaningful alternate text.

SC 1.3.1 - The Search form element must have a meaningful label assigned.

SC4.1.1 - ID values of active elements within the page must be unique.

SC 4.1.2 - The Search button must have discernible text announced to assistive technologies.
SC 4.1.2 - Social media links must have discernible text announced to assistive technologies.

Additional manual findings using NVDA screen reader

=

ukwnN

SC 1.3.1 - The Search button is only announced as “button” by the screen reader.

SC 1.3.1 - The page is missing a main heading set to level 1 (possibly on the logo).

SC 1.3.1 - “Gold Sponsor” is made to look like a section heading but is not marked up as such.
SC 2.4.3 — Focus is lost and sent to bottom of the page when the language modal is dismissed.
SC 2.4.4 - Links like “Read more” are not meaningful, even within their immediate context.
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2. DOAJ Search Results page

Source:
https://doaj.org/search?source=%7B%22query%22%3A%7B%22filtered%22%3A%7B%22filter%22%3A%
7B%22b001%22%3A%7B%22must%22%3A%5B%7B%22term%22%3A%7B%22 type%22%3A%22journal
%22%7D%7D%5D%7D%7D%2C%22query%22%3A%7B%22query string%22%3A%7B%22query%22%3A%
22Advances%20in%200ceanography%20and%20Limnology%22%2C%22default operator%22%3A%22A
ND%22%7D%7D%7D%7D%2C%22from%22%3A0%2C%22size%22%3A10%7D

Test case: From the initial page, search for: Advances in Oceanography and Limnology — (just search
journals NOT article - unselect articles box). Select the journal title after hitting search and test the
journal landing page.

DIRECTORY OF
OPEN ACCESS
JOURNALS

PR [ 77 N | peere————. | gy <] Advances in Gosanography and Limnology
Rans s Jescies Journals vs Articles: Journals X
Journals X%
1-10f1
+ Subject

5 Advances in Oceanography and Limnology
ISSN: 1947-573X (Online) /

+ Articie processing charges (APCs) ais. org/index: php/aiolindex

Biology (Generai): Ecology
Date added to DOAJ: 24 May 2017
Record Last Updated: 15 Feb 2019

+ DOAJ Seal

+ Journal license
1-10f1

+ Publisher

+ Country of pubiisher

+ Full Text language

+ Peer roview

+ Date added to DOAJ

© 2019 DOAJ. The DOAJ site and its matadata are licensed under CC BY-SA Privacy / Contact us / IS40A / Catiage Labs LLP

Automated findings using Axe

2. SC1.3.1-Dropdowns, text fields and textareas need to be provided with meaningful labels.
3. SC2.4.1-The page must provide a means to bypass repeated blocks (like a skip to content).
4. SCA4.1.2 - Link next to Journals must have discernible text announced to assistive technologies.

Additional manual findings using NVDA screen reader

1. SC1.1.1-The image of the “X” next to Journals doesn’t convey its purpose (remove filter).
SC 1.3.1 — The page contains no section headings. The logo should at least be made into a H1.
SC1.3.1-The “1-1 of 1” is made to look like a section heading but is not marked up as such.
SC 2.1.1 - The “Next” (and previous) pagination links are not keyboard accessible.

SC 2.4.4 - The “x” to close the expanded content for “Share/Embed” is not meaningful.

SC 2.4.4 - The “Abstract” links are not meaningful even within their immediate context.

SC 2.4.4 - The “Full text” links are not meaningful even within their immediate context.

Nouvs~wnN
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https://doaj.org/search?source=%7B%22query%22%3A%7B%22filtered%22%3A%7B%22filter%22%3A%7B%22bool%22%3A%7B%22must%22%3A%5B%7B%22term%22%3A%7B%22_type%22%3A%22journal%22%7D%7D%5D%7D%7D%2C%22query%22%3A%7B%22query_string%22%3A%7B%22query%22%3A%22Advances%20in%20Oceanography%20and%20Limnology%22%2C%22default_operator%22%3A%22AND%22%7D%7D%7D%7D%2C%22from%22%3A0%2C%22size%22%3A10%7D
https://doaj.org/search?source=%7B%22query%22%3A%7B%22filtered%22%3A%7B%22filter%22%3A%7B%22bool%22%3A%7B%22must%22%3A%5B%7B%22term%22%3A%7B%22_type%22%3A%22journal%22%7D%7D%5D%7D%7D%2C%22query%22%3A%7B%22query_string%22%3A%7B%22query%22%3A%22Advances%20in%20Oceanography%20and%20Limnology%22%2C%22default_operator%22%3A%22AND%22%7D%7D%7D%7D%2C%22from%22%3A0%2C%22size%22%3A10%7D
https://doaj.org/search?source=%7B%22query%22%3A%7B%22filtered%22%3A%7B%22filter%22%3A%7B%22bool%22%3A%7B%22must%22%3A%5B%7B%22term%22%3A%7B%22_type%22%3A%22journal%22%7D%7D%5D%7D%7D%2C%22query%22%3A%7B%22query_string%22%3A%7B%22query%22%3A%22Advances%20in%20Oceanography%20and%20Limnology%22%2C%22default_operator%22%3A%22AND%22%7D%7D%7D%7D%2C%22from%22%3A0%2C%22size%22%3A10%7D

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
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SC 3.2.1 - Content is refreshed without warning as the focus leaves the topic text field.

SC 3.2.2 - Content is updated without warning as options in dropdowns are chosen.

SC4.1.2 - The filter items on the left are not announced as expandable to screen readers.

SC 4.1.2 - Once activated, the state of the filter items on the left are not conveyed either.

SC 4.1.2 - The modal to change the number of items shown (from 10 to x) is repeated 4 times.
SC 4.1.2 - The state of the filter (descending, ascending, count, etc.) is not conveyed to NVDA.
SC 4.1.2 - The outcome of the “What do these figures mean” link isn’t clear to NVDA users.

SC 4.1.2 — The state (collapse or expanded) or the Share/Embed link is not conveyed.

SC 4.1.2 - Expanded content is not announced to NVDA once the Share/Embed link is triggered.
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3. DOAJ Browse Subject page

Source: https://doaj.org/subjects

Test case: Test Browse Subject page. Is the list of subjects accessible for keyboard users (can one expand

Fine Arts, then select Architecture for example)?

@ Firefox File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Window Help

X [ Directory of Open Access Jour X+

€ ¢ o D & hitps

) Getting Started (£ Genting Started ¥ Most Visited

‘doaj org/sut

* Active Docs ] atly Resources J UX Rescurces [ Presentations

) 4 Deque % 1 wic

B = "‘\ DIRECTORY OF
UU/L\ OPEN ACCESS
\_/ JOURNALS

atty Baokmarklets

Browse Subjects

Journals and their articles are categorised using a subset of the Library of Congress Classification. You can either type a keyword into the box below
or click the arrows in the tree 1o expand and collapse subjects. Ciicking on a subject will reveal the number of available records In the box on the right.

Select a subject from the tree.
Agriculture
Auxiliary sciences of history
Bibliography. Library science. Information resources
Education
Fine Arts
General Works
Geography. Anthropology. Recreation
History (General) and history of Europe
History America
Language and Literature
Law
Medicine
Miktary Science
Music and books on Music
Naval Science
Philosaphy. Psychology. Religion
Poitical science
Science

Social Sciences

Technology
28]
©2019 DOAJ. The DOAJ site and its metadata are icensed under CC BY-SA

) @ 3 = 4 100% 6

13,131 Journals
10,144 searchable at Article level
130 Countries

3,045,471 Articles

G Select Language ¥
FAQ:
OAI-PMH, XML, Widgets

@ FriMay3 161

n o

®

£ Bass Guitar ) % TimeCard % (M % gOrive % () SFTP DequeCloud

o

{ % Dequeway *

Automated findings using Axe

1. SC1.1.1-The RSS image must be provided with meaningful alternate text.

2. SC1.3.1- List elements must only directly contain <li>, <script> or <template> elements.
3. SC1.3.1-The Search form element must have a meaningful label assigned.
4. SCA4.1.1- 1D values of active elements within the page must be unique.

5. SC4.1.2 - Social media links must have discernible text announced to assistive technologies.

Additional manual findings using NVDA screen reader

1. SC1.3.1-The boxed Subject is made to look like a heading but is not mared up as such.

PwnN

SC 2.4.3 - Focus is lost and sent to bottom of the page when the language modal is dismissed.
SC 3.2.2 — Treeview is updated without warning as keywords are typed in the Search box.
SC 4.1.2 - The information updated from the treeview is not conveyed to NVDA.
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4. DOAJ Search page

Source:
https://doaj.org/search?source=%7B%22query%22%3A%7B%22match all%22%3A%7B%7D%7D%2C%2

2from%22%3A0%2C%22size%22%3A10%7D

Test case: Test search page. Test limits/search filters on the left by selecting: Medicine (from subject
category) and Yes (from DOAJ Seal category).

@ Firefox File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Window Help DB E DL 3 %) 00%Ed B FiMy3 1614 Q @ =
[l Directory of Open Access Jour X+
« e @ T b doaj.org ource={"query"%3A{"match } from"%3A0%2C size % 3A1 (IO R + 3 n Qe L
) Getting Started () Getting Started £ Most Visited [k Deque & FJk ActiveDocsk  FIW3C B atly Resources [ atly Bookmarkiets F=JUX Resources = Presentations ] Bass Guiter () % TimeCard & N # gOrive & (& SFTP DequeCloud ¢ # DequeWay &
/\\ DIRECTORY OF
OPEN ACCESS
JOURNALS

share|embed | % | 10 | & | orderby..relevance  ~| searchall

= Journals vs Articles

-
Journals (13131) 1-10 0f 3,958,605
Articies (3945474) . Study progresses on continuous curvilinear capsulorhexis
Bo Gao, Mao-Lan Yang, Jiu-Min Yuan
+ Subject Guofi Ya i, 2015;15(10):1737-1740 DOI 10.3980/] issn.1672-5123.2015.10.16
Abstract | Fi xt

a avaliagdio clinica do paciente idoso = Importance of
valuation of elderly patient

+ DOAJ Seal i Importéncia da vitamina B
ing

+ Journal license
+ Publisher

+ Full Text language

ic Pressure Affects In Vitro Maturation of Oocytes and Follicles and Increases
Cell Death
Ui Amini, Mehr Azadbak, Zaha Rashic

. Ye llow and purple nutsedges survey in the southeastern Buenos Aires Province, Argentina
Maria Inds, Alonso Sara
2. 2001:36(1):205-200

trials on the consolidation of motor memory in force field adaptation

-
ian eStockinger, Christina eDiepoid, Marco eTaubert, Thorsten eStain
Jy. 2013:4 DOI 10.3388/4psyg.2013,00479
. Social Security an u Fighting Poverty in Tunisia (
Hasna Knemili, Mounir Boloumi -

Automated findings using Axe

1. SC1.3.1-Dropdowns and text fields need to be provided with meaningful labels.
2. SC2.4.1-The page must provide a means to bypass repeated blocks (like a skip to content).

Additional manual findings using NVDA screen reader

1. SC1.1.1-Theimage of the “X” next to Journals doesn’t convey its purpose (remove filter).
SC 1.3.1 - The list of items under each filter on the left are not semantically grouped in lists.
SC 1.3.1 - The page contains no section headings. The logo should at least be made into a H1.
SC1.3.1-The “1-10 of 3M+” is made to look like a heading but is not marked up as such.

SC 3.2.1 - Content is refreshed without warning as the focus leaves the topic text field.

SC 3.2.2 - Content is updated without warning as options in dropdowns are chosen.

SC 4.1.2 - The filter items on the left are not announced as expandable to screen readers.

SC 4.1.2 - Once activated, the state of the filter items on the left are not conveyed either.
SC4.1.2 - The modal to change the number of items shown (from 10 to x) is repeated 4 times.
10 SC 4.1.2 - The state of the filter (descending, ascending, count, etc.) is not conveyed to NVDA.
11. SC4.1.2 — The state (collapse or expanded) or the Share/Embed link is not conveyed.

12. SC4.1.2 - Expanded content is not announced to NVDA once the Share/Embed link is triggered.

©oNOU A WN
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